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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, CODE OF CONDUCT 

741. Mr BIRNEY to the Premier: 
I refer the Premier to his promised code of conduct for members of Parliament and his response to a question on 
that issue that was asked of him on 3 May 2001 by none other than the member for Innaloo.   

(1) Given that the code of conduct for members was being drafted nearly 10 months ago, will the Premier 
advise of the progress of that document? 

(2) In light of the member for Innaloo’s recent attempts to coerce and threaten members of the Police 
Service, which the Premier refused to acknowledge as improper - 

Points of Order 
Mr KOBELKE:  The member should know that it is outside standing orders and not admissible to ask a question 
that makes an implication about another member of Parliament.  As such, the question is out of order.  The 
member should be told to sit down and he should lose his right to ask the question. 

Mr JOHNSON:  As far as I am aware, the description that the member for Kalgoorlie used has been used in the 
media.  It is not new.  I appreciate that the Leader of the House does not want any embarrassing questions that 
reflect on any government members.  However, I honestly believe that there is no point of order in this instance. 

Mr BIRNEY:  I am not sure how the Leader of the House could have arrived at that conclusion.  Given that I had 
not finished my question, he would be unaware of exactly what my question was.  That is my first point.  My 
second point is that my initial question related to the Premier’s proposed code of conduct for all members of 
Parliament, of whom the member for Innaloo is one.  Mr Speaker, I submit that the question is entirely 
appropriate. 

The SPEAKER:  Whether or not the question is appropriate is not what the point of order is about.  It is whether 
the utterances of the member for Kalgoorlie about the member for Innaloo were unparliamentary.  The fact that 
they were in a question does not make them parliamentary.  I will give the member some time to reword his 
question and remove those bits that are unparliamentary.  We will move on to the next question, and I will then 
give the member for Kalgoorlie the next call. 

Questions without Notice Resumed  
 


